Afghanistan
Some endangered languages
(information from Ethonologue, UNESCO and Don Stylo)

Afghan Sign Language
[afg] 500 (2007). Mainly Jalalabad, Kabul, Mazar-e Sharif, Heart, Kandahar and surrounding
areas. Alternate names: Afghan Sign. Classification: Deaf sign language

Ashkun

[ask] 1,200 (2000). Kunar Province, northwest of Asadabad, Pech Valley around Wama.
Alternate names: Ashkund, Ashkuni, Wamais, Wamayi. Dialects: Ashuruveri (Kolata, Titin
Bajaygul), Gramsukraviri, Suruviri (Wamai). Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-
Aryan, Nuristani

Gawar-Bati

[gwt] 8,000 in Afghanistan. Population total all countries: 9,500. Kunar Valley. 8 or 9 villages.
Also in Pakistan. Alternate names: Arandui, Gowari, Narisati, Narsati, Satre. Dialects: Lexical
similarity: 47% with Shumashti [sts], 44% with Dameli [dml], 42% with Savi [sdg] and Grangali
[nli]. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northwestern zone, Dardic,
Kunar

Grangali (Nangalami is thought to be extinct.)

[nli] 5,000 (1994). Grangali and Zemiaki, Pech River south side at Kandai, 2 small valleys;
Nangalami in Ningalam village where Waigal and Pech rivers meet. Alternate names: Gelangali,
Jumiaki. Dialects: Nangalami (Ningalami), Grangali, Zemiaki (Zamyaki). Zemiaki may be
related to Waigali [wbk]. Lexical similarity: 63% with Shumashti [sts], 42% with Gawar-Bati
[gwt]. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northwestern zone, Dardic,
Kunar

Kamviri

[xvi] 4,000 in Afghanistan (R. Strand 1973). Population total all countries: 6,000. Lower Bashgal
Valley, Kamdesh and Kishtoz village areas. Also in Pakistan. Alternate names: Kamdeshi,
Kamik, Lamertiviri, Shekhani. Dialects: Kamviri, Shekhani. Related to Kati [bsh].
Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Nuristani

Kati

[bsh] 15,000 in Afghanistan (1994). Population total all countries: 19,400. Western Kativiri in
Ramgal, Kulam, Ktivi, or Kantiwo, and Paruk or Papruk valleys; Mumviri in Mangul, Sasku,
Gabalgrom villages in the Bashgal Valley; Eastern Kativiri in upper Bashgal Valley. Also in
Pakistan. Alternate names: Bashgali, Kativiri, Nuristani. Dialects: Eastern Kativiri (Shekhani),
Western Kativiri, Mumviri. Mumviri may be separate language. Classification: Indo-European,
Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Nuristani

More information.



Malakhel
[mld] 2,860 (2000). Southwest of Kabul, Logar north of Baraki. Classification: Unclassified

Munji

[mnj] 3,770 (2000). Northeast, Munjan and Mamalgha Valleys. Alternate names: Munjani,
Munjhan, Munjiwar. Dialects: Northern Munji, Central Munji, Southern Munji, Mamalgha
Munji. Lexical similarity: 68% among dialects, 56%—80% with Yidgha [ydg] in Pakistan.
Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Iranian, Eastern, Southeastern, Pamir

Ormuri (endangered! Don Stilo)

[oru] 50 in Afghanistan. Ethnic population: 2,000-5,000 in Afghanistan. Logar, Baraki-Barak.
Alternate names: Baraks, Bargista, Oormuri, Ormui. Dialects: Kanigurami, Logar.
Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Iranian, Western, Northwestern, Ormuri-Parachi

Pahlavani

[phv] 2,100 (2000). Chakhansoor Province, Karim Kushta, Haji Hamza Khan village. Dialects:
Similar to Dari [gbz]. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Iranian, Western,
Southwestern, Persian

Parachi (Endangered! Don Stilo)

[prc] 600. Ethnic population: 5,000—6,000. Hindu Kush Valley near Kabul, Nijrau and Tagau
villages, Pachaghan, Shutul, Ghujulan. Dialects: Shutul, Ghujulan, Nijrau. Similar affinity to
Ormuri [oru]. Dialect diversity seems slight. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian,
Iranian, Western, Northwestern, Ormuri-Parachi

Parya

[paq] 250 in Afghanistan (2008). Alternate names: Afghana-Yi Nasfurush, Afghana-Yi Siyarui,
Laghmani. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Central zone, Unclassified
More information.

Sanglechi-Ishkashimi

[sgl] 1,000 in Afghanistan. Population total all countries: 1,500. Ethnic population: 1,000 in
Afghanistan (1990 A. Kibrik). Sanglech Valley, Ishkashim area. Ishkashimi in 17 villages;
Sanglechi in 2. Also in Tajikistan. Dialects: Zebak (Zebaki), Sanglechi, Ishkashimi (Ishkashmi,
Ishkashim, Eshkashimi). Dialects may be separate languages. Classification: Indo-European,
Indo-Iranian, Iranian, Eastern, Southeastern, Pamir

Savi

[sdg] 3,000 in Afghanistan (1983). Kunar River, Sau village. Possibly refugee camps in Pakistan.
Also in Pakistan. Alternate names: Sau, Sauji, Sawi. Dialects: Lexical similarity: 56%—-58%
with Phalura [phl]. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northwestern
zone, Dardic, Shina

Shumashti



[sts] 1,000 (1994). West side of Kunar Valley between Pech Valley and Jalalabad. Alternate
names: Shumasht. Dialects: Lexical similarity: 63% with Grangali [nli], 47% with Gawar-Bati
[gwt]. Heavily influenced by Northeast Pashayi [aee]. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-
Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northwestern zone, Dardic, Kunar

Tirahi

[tra] 100. Ethnic population: Possibly 5,000. Southeast of Jalalabad, west of Khyber Pass,
Nangarhar village. Dialects: Most closely related to Kohistani languages of Pakistan.
Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northwestern zone, Dardic, Kohistani
Nearly extinct.

Tregami

[trm] 1,000 (1994). Nuristan, Tregam Valley, Katar and Gambir villages. Alternate names:
Trigami. Dialects: Lexical similarity: 76%—-80% with Waigali [wbk]. Classification: Indo-
European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Nuristani

Waigali

[wbk] 1,500 (Van Driem 2000). Southeast Nuristan, Central Kunar Province north of Pech.
Varjan in north Waigal Valley, Waigal, Zonchigal, Jamach, Ameshdesh villages, and east in
Veligal Valley villages; Chima-Nishey in lower valley villages. Alternate names: Kalasha-Ala,
Suki, Wai, Wai-Ala, Waigala, Waigalii, Waigeli, Zhonjigali. Dialects: Varjan, Chima-Nishey.
Lexical similarity: 76%—80% with Tregami [trm]. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian,
Indo-Aryan, Nuristani

Wotapuri-Katarqalai

[wsv] Extinct. 60 households in Katarqalai in 1935; 1 speaker found in 1955. Nuristan, south of
Waigali area, Wotapuri and Katarqalai towns. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-
Aryan, Northwestern zone, Dardic, Kohistani (Shifted to Pashto)



